
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS DEPARTMENT OF 
BUSINESS REGULATION INSURANCE DIVISION  

Adding New Line(s) of Business to an Existing Certificate of Authority  
______________________________________________________________________  
GENERAL PROCEDURES: Adding new lines of business to a company’s existing 
Rhode Island (R.I.) Certificate of Authority will vary for Variable Lines and for Fraternal 
Societies. Generally, however, the following items must be submitted:  

 • A copy of the Certificate of Authority issued by the domiciliary state showing 
that the company is licensed to write the requested line(s) of business. If that 
certificate cites laws or codes, please provide a copy of the cited law(s) for our 
reference.  

 • The company's continuous R.I. Certificate of Authority, issued on or after April 
1, 1988, to be replaced by a new Certificate effective as of the date of the 
addition.  

 
Upon receipt of the required material, we will add the requested line(s) of authority. All 
fees will be billed on a retaliatory basis upon completion of the process. Once the added 
authority has been granted, the company may submit policy forms, together with filing 
fees, to the Life, Accident and Health Section or to the Property & Casualty Section for 
review and approval.  
Companies should contact Matt DiMaio at (401) 222-5454 (e-mail: 
mdimaio@dbr.state.ri.us ); or by Fax at (401) 222-5475 if they have any questions 
regarding adding lines of business to an existing R.I. Certificate of Authority.  
VARIABLE LINES: If the line(s) of business to be added are variable life and/or variable 
annuity, the company must also submit the following:  

 • A statement indicating that the company has established a separate account(s).  
 • A certified copy of the resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing the 

officers to undertake this additional line of business.  
 • A written opinion as to whether the regulation provided by the domiciliary state 

provides a degree of protection to policyholders and the public which is 
substantially equal to that provided by R.I. General Laws, §27-32 (see 
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/TITLE27/27-32/INDEX.HTM )  

 
Any contracted producer offering variable products must be properly registered by the 
National Association of Securities Dealers as required by federal law, as well as licensed 
as an insurance producer by the R.I. Insurance Division. It is the company's 
responsibility to ascertain that its producers maintain proper status.  
There are no special form filing requirements for variable contracts other than those 
already applicable to fixed-benefit contracts.  
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FRATERNAL SOCIETIES: A Fraternal Society’s R.I. Certificate of Authority does 
not stipulate specific lines of business. As a result, a Fraternal Society need not 
submit its current R.I. Certificate of Authority, issued on or after May 1, 1988, to 
be replaced by a new Certificate. Other filing requirements, as noted above 
however, must still be met.  
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